
SUMMER CAMPERS AND COUNSELORS AT MEMORIAL POOL

One of the highlights of 2021 so far has definitely been welcoming our Summer Campers back to NECC!
After having to cancel the program last summer, it felt so great to offer the camp this year. Summer Camp
is so much more than just a fun activity for kids. Our program offers a safe environment for children while
their parents are working, mentoring relationships, and countless opportunities to try new things. During
our 40th anniversary event, former camper & guest speaker Zach Borghi even reflected on his time spent
as an NECC summer camper and how the experience shaped him into the man he is today. After a year of
remote learning, the ability to spend time with one another was exactly what campers, counselors, and
staff needed, and many formed close, long-lasting bonds throughout the 7 weeks of camp. 

Although a year late, NECC hosted a 40th Anniversary Celebration in July. The event was a perfect blend
of donors, supporters, and community members and even featured performances by some of our summer
campers!

As we look ahead, we can't wait to welcome a small number of students to our After School Homework
Club program beginning on September 7th. The homework club allows us to stay connected with the
community and provide academic support to children in grades 1-8. We have already begun planning our
annual Thanksgiving Meal and Christmas Gift distributions and look forward to assisting those in need. 

No matter how things continue to shift and change, rest assured that my team and I will be here to meet
the needs of the children and families of the Marvine-Pembroke community.  

In Service, 

LETTER  FROM  OUR  EXECUT IVE  DIRECTOR
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Due to COVID-19 we knew the children of Marvine-Pembroke were in serious need of social
interaction with other kids, an extra dose of education, and most importantly some fun! Since we were
unable to host summer camp in 2020 we made it our mission to make it happen in 2021. As we began
planning in early February, our number one priority was the safety of the children, counselors, and
staff as guidelines and mandates continued to shift and change. After many meetings and much
deliberation we ultimately decided to have a smaller camp, with a maximum of just 26 kids. We hosted
the majority of activities outside under a large tent so we could maintain safety protocols. 

Before we knew it, our 2021 Summer Camp began on Monday, June 14th and was an absolute
success! We spent the 7 weeks creating hand-made crafts, doing science experiments, and publishing
a Summer Camp newspaper! Our campers had a blast visiting Memorial Pool two days a week, and
especially enjoyed the diving boards and the slides. But some of the best days of camp this year
where when we got to take the kids on trips and watch them have first time experiences they otherwise
might not have been able to have. With COVID our options were limited but we still got to go on three
amazing field trips. First, thanks to Wildlands Conservancy, our campers spent a morning learning how
to canoe at Canal Park in Allentown. To say this was an adventure would be an understatement! This
experience was a first for not only many of the campers but even for some of our counselors and staff.
The following week our campers completed a scavenger hunt at the Lehigh Valley Zoo where they got
to see some of their favorite animals including penguins and giraffes. Finally, we continued our annual
tradition of a full day trip to Mauch Chunk Lake! Our camper's spent the day splashing around in the
lake, playing volleyball, and enjoying a delicious lunch followed by a "make your own" trail mix bar. 

While this summer camp was different, in many ways, than previous years it was just as fun and
definitely just as memorable. After more then a year of social isolation we are certain this summer
camp made a positive difference in many of the campers lives. Some of the campers have already
expressed their excitement for next year, and we couldn't agree more!
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SUMMER CAMP 2021
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Some of Our Favorite 

Summer Camp Memories

CAMP COUNSELOR DESTINY AND CAMPER ELY
CANOE AT CANAL PARK TOGETHER

YOUNGER CAMPERS OBSERVE OTTERS AT THE LEHIGH VALLEY ZOO

CAMPERS PLAY A GAME OF WHIFFLE BALLOLDER CAMPERS MAKE FRIENDSHIP BRACELETS OUTSIDE

JARI, JAZELLE, JAZMARELY, AND JORJA AT
MEMORIAL POOL

JOSIAH AND IZAAK AT MAUCH CHUNK LAKE
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NORTHEAST

COMMUNITY

CENTER

CELEBRATES

40TH

ANNIVERSARY

On July 22nd NECC was finally able to celebrate our 40th Anniversary with an outdoor event! Although the
celebration was delayed a year due to COVID, we used this opportunity to gather up our friends, family,

supporters, and members of the Marvine-Pembroke community together at Northeast Community Center to
honor this momentous occasion. During the evening we were presented with two citations- one from the City of
Bethlehem and the other from the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania. The citations were presented by

Councilwoman Olga Negron and Representative Steve Samuelson. We also had guest speaker Zach Borghi who
spoke about his childhood growing up in the Marvine-Pembroke neighborhood. He also recounted his

experience at NECC, from attending the different programs as a kid, to becoming a camp counselor, and
ultimately an NECC staff member. The evening concluded with performances from some of our summer

campers who sang, played the trumpet, danced, and even told jokes! We are so thankful for everyone who has
supported NECC over the last 40 years and we can't wait to see what the next 40 years hold!



Our Senior Lunch program is one of the most impactful and fun programs we run at NECC. It gives the
seniors in our community a chance to get out of their homes while socializing and connecting with one

another. We were so excited to be able to offer an in-person luncheon after more then a year of not
being able to! During the pandemic we delivered meals to our senior's homes which allowed us to briefly

check-in on them. However, we missed being able to sit down and enjoy their company and we knew
they missed one another which is why this lunch was so special! We spent the warm summer afternoon

outside under a tent and enjoyed a picnic-themed lunch complete with hoagies, macaroni salad, and
cookies. Afterwards we played our senior’s favorite game…BINGO, where everyone won at least once!

It was truly great to see everyone and we can't wait to do it again!

GRACE  CHURCH  GOES  ABOVE  AND  BEYOND
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SEN IOR  LUNCHEON  LUAU  

Throughout the pandemic there has been an unyielding
amount of support from those within our community and
beyond. So many people have helped NECC in
unbelievable ways from donations in the form of clothing
or furniture to volunteers who donate their time.
However, during the summer one donation truly stuck out
to us. Grace Church Bethlehem reached out to us and let
us know that they were hosting a food drive at their
church. We arranged a day for the food to be dropped off
and were completely shocked when a small U-Haul
pulled into our parking lot! Inside were 300+ brown bags
filled with food! We had to recruit some of our summer
campers and counselors just to get it all into the
building! The majority of this food will go directly into our
food pantry to distribute to the community, while the rest
will be used towards our Thanksgiving meal distribution
in November. There aren’t enough words to say how
truly thankful we are to Grace Church Bethlehem and all
of those who helped collect and donate this food! 



 I felt my confidence grow in my overall professional abilities. Before this experience I had little confidence in what
I was able to do as a professional but now I know that I can be seen as a professional who has the abilities to run
a summer camp. 
 My leadership skills grew a lot as well. I know that when working, as a camp counselor, children look up to you.
However, working as the assistant camp director you have to also provide leadership to the counselors. I had little
confidence in my leadership abilities to the counselors. Although I believe that throughout this summer I was able
to be a leader not only to the campers but to the counselors as well. 
 My knowledge also grew from this experience. I learned a lot about how to run a summer camp, things like what
it takes to make a schedule, plan activities that everyone will enjoy, planning field trips, and how to adapt when
things do not go according to plan. On top of this I feel as though I learned a lot about the Marvine-Pembroke
community. 

What made you choose to complete your internship at NECC?
I chose NECC as the place to complete my internship because of my previous experience with he company. I worked
as a camp counselor in the summer of 2019 and I enjoyed the experience. The staff was friendly and I felt like I was
making an impact on the children's lives. When thinking of a place to complete my internship, I immediately thought of
NECC because of the environment and the idea of helping the Marvine-Pembroke community again was something
that I was interested in. 

How do you think summer camp positively affects the children of the Marvine-Pembroke community?
I think summer camp positively affects the children in the Marvine-Pembroke area because of the safe environment
the counselors and staff at NECC provide. It also gives the children a chance to socialize and be with other children in
a safe place. Coming to summer camp also gives the children a chance to participate and do fun activities that they
might not always get to do at home. 

What is your favorite memory of the 2021 Summer Camp?
My favorite memory was our last field trip to Mauch Chunk Lake. From the fun volleyball games to playing in the lake
and watching the children laugh and make their own fun memories. 

What are the three main things you take away from your experience at NECC?
1.

2.

3.

How does being an Assistant Summer Camp Director align with your future goals? 
In my future I want to work with children and help in any way that I can. Being an Assistant Camp Director helped me
to realize that summer camp is important to children. I feel that oftentimes when people think of summer, they do not
think that summer camp is important to children. However, in this community it is important and fun for the children.
Seeing their smiling faces every day and hearing their laughter helped me to realize that being an Assistant Camp
Director makes an impact on the children's lives. 

Is there any other information or stories you would like to share? 
I would just like to say thank you to the NECC staff for allowing me to have this opportunity. I grew so much
personally and professionally and am grateful for that. Thank you to the staff for being there and guiding me
throughout the summer. 
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INTERVIEW  WITH  SARA  EBERSOLE

Sara Ebersole, a 21 year old college student, served as NECC's
Assistant Camp Director during our 2021 Summer Camp. She
had previously been a camp counselor in 2019 and returned
this year to complete her college internship. Sara continually
went above and beyond for the campers and was an integral

part of what made this summer so amazing. We were so
glad she took the time to tell us about her experience. 



VOLUNTEER  SPOTL IGHT

GRANT  SPOTL IGHT
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Northeast Community Center was honored to receive a
$3,000 grant from Two Rivers Health & Wellness
Foundation in support of our Grab & Go Snack Bag
Program. The program began during our Virtual Learning
Support Program earlier this year. The  Grab & Go
Snack Program was designed to allow us to provide each
child in the Virtual Learning Support Program a bag of
healthy snacks at the end of every week. As school
ended and our Summer Camp began Two Rivers Health
& Wellness Foundation was generous enough to provide
additional funding which allowed us to give each of our
summer campers two healthy snack bags per week. The
snack bags were a huge hit and helped make sure that
the kids in our community had healthy options available
throughout the summer. 

Bob Wingrove has been involved and volunteering at
Northeast Community Center for a number of years. Bob’s

true passion has always been food and he uses that love of
food and his community to make a difference. While Bob has

been involved in several different programs at NECC from our
Italian Buffet Fundraiser to our food pantry we wanted to give
him a special shout-out for his involvement with our summer

camp this year. Twice throughout the summer Bob, and fellow
volunteer Jay, came to NECC and had a special cookout for
our campers! The first was for a 4th of July cookout and the

second was to celebrate the last week of camp! Our campers
loved the hotdogs, macaroni and cheese, and fresh fruits and
vegetables. We are so honored to have such passionate and
devoted volunteers that make such a huge difference not just

to NECC but to the community itself! 

STAFF  ANNOUCEMENT

Meet Chrisdee 

Marketing and Development Director 
 

Chrisdee Lawyer joined Northeast Community Center earlier
this year. She graduated from Kutztown University with a BBA

in Marketing and a specialization in Social Media in 2019.
Before graduating she spent 9 years in retail management at
Target and then moved into the marketing world with a job as

a Content Marketing and Social Media Specialist at a local
advertising agency. She is excited to be a part of the NECC

team and use her skills in Marketing and Social Media to help
continue to make a difference in the community and those

within it. In her free time she enjoys reading, re-watching her
favorite shows, and spending time with her family. 
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www.facebook.com/neccbethlehem
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www.neccbethlehem.org
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